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The Field Trial Hall of Fame inductions are always the most important and special time of the year here at the 

National Bird Dog Museum and Hall of Fame. The inductions mark the commencement of the National 

Championship Field Trials at the Ames Plantation and hold exceptional meaning to those in the sporting dog world. 

This year we have decided to devote a special-issue newsletter to this singular event to inform those who were 

unable to attend of the people and dogs who took their permanent place of honor in the Hall of Fame this year. 

The 2017 inductions were held on February 11. The weather was great—a bright sunny day with temperatures in the 

70s. This was, of course, not typical weather for February in West Tennessee, so we were extremely thankful for 

this unexpected weather as it resulted in an amazing turnout for the inductions. The morning inductions consisted of 

the English Cocker Spaniels presided over by Bethann Wiley, the English Springer Spaniels presided over by David 

Sanford, and the Retrievers presided over by Don Driggers. Following the morning inductions, a luncheon was held, 

courtesy of Purina and co-sponsored by Garmin and Ainley Kennels and Fabricators. The afternoon inductions then 

commenced and consisted of the Brittanys presided over by Rick Smith, the German Shorthaired Pointers presided 

over by John Rabidou, the Red Setters presided over by Allen Fazenbaker, and the Point/Setter breed presided over 

by Bernie Mathys. At the end of the inductions, a reception was held that was catered by Me & My Tea Room of 

Dancyville, TN. We would like to thank Catherine Dean, owner of Me & My Tea Room. She and her crew always 

do a fantastic job. Thank you to all who attended this year and shared in this wonderful experience. 

If you were unable to attend this year or if you have never been to the Hall of Fame inductions here at the museum, 

we invite you to attend this unforgettable event next year. The inductions are always held on the Saturday prior to 

the beginning of the National Championship Field Trials on the second Monday of February. 
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Inductee: Albert Winslow 

Inductee: Warrener’s Yellowhammer MH   “Sydney” 

Owner: Vicky Thomas, Handler: Paul McGagh 

Inductee: Berol’s Petey’s Boy 

Owner: Dr. J.W. Menege 

Handler: Clarence Wingate 

English Cocker Spaniel Inductions 
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Inductee: Gary Wilson 

Gary Wilson and Family 

English Springer Spaniel Inductees 

Retriever Hall of Fame Inductees 

Inductee: Judy Powers 

Jim & Judy Powers 

Inductee: John Goettl 

John & Missy Goettl 
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Retriever Hall of Fame Inductees Continued 

Inductee: Rick Van Bergen 

Rick Van Bergen and Family 

Inductee: Cotton Pick’n Cropper 

Newt & Karen Cropper 

Owners 

Inductee: Beorn’s Blazing Hydrophyche 

Owners: Breck & Cindy Howard 
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Brittany Hall of Fame Inductees 

Inductee: Mary Jo Trimble 

Mary Jo with family and friends 

Inductee: Shady’s Tia Maria 

Owners: Clem & Marilynne Little 

Clem & Marilynne with family and friends 

Inductee: Smarteyes-Joker 

Owner: Steve Ralph 

Steve & Lori Ralph 

with family and friends 
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Our catering staff from 

Me & My Tea Room in 

Dancyville, TN pictured 

with our wonderful 

volunteers for the 

luncheon and 

reception. Thank you to 

all. 

German Shorthaired Pointer  

Hall of Fame 

Inductee: Annie’s Little Stinker 

Owners: James & Sarah Messer 

Inductee: Chisholm Creek’s Cuttin Loose 

Owners: Mark & Emily Wasserman 



 7 

German Shorthaired Pointer  

Hall of Fame continued 

Inductee: Peter Kainz 

Pictured with Mike Aldrich and John Rabidou 

Red Setter Hall of Fame 

Inductee: Don Beauchamp 

Don Beauchamp and wife Linda 
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Red Setter Hall of Fame continued 

Inductee: Celtic’s Sua Sponte “Suzie” 

Owner: Paul Ober 

Paul Ober with family 

Pointer/Setter Hall of Fame 

Inductee: David Fletcher 

David with wife Carol and family 
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Pointer/Setter continued 

Inductee: Funseeker’s Rebel 

Owner: Frank Fonseca 

Frank Fonseca with his wife Mercy and family 
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SOME OF THE PLAQUE PRESENTATIONS 

Christine Lorenz holding David Lorenz plaque 

 Mhari Peschel & Dick Moore 

Dr. Leslie Hunt 

Pictured with Bob Fleury (left) and Henry 

Wierzbicki (right) 

Inductee: Jerry Albanese 

Pictured Michaelene Albanese & family 

Inductee: Chuck Alff 

Pictured (left to right) Christina Strickling, 

Carole Alff, and Diana Kubitz 

Dave Marshall & Sarah Conyngham 


