
NATIONAL BIRD DOG MUSEUM 
2016 

NEWSLETTER 

GREETINGS FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Hello everyone! Winter is finally over, although it was very mild here in west Tennessee this year, 

and spring has arrived at last. The buttercups, forsythia bushes, and many fruit trees are already 

fully in bloom, a few weeks early for this area. Farmers are enjoying the good weather which has 

allowed them to get an early start on preparations for planting season. The unseasonably warm 

weather does have a downside though – it has resulted in several very destructive tornadoes that 

have ravaged west Tennessee and north Mississippi. Two of the these tornadoes were relatively 

close to the museum – one just south of Middleton, Tennessee and the other in the Three Forks 

and Holly Springs, Mississippi area. Both caused much damage and the thoughts and prayers of 

the museum employees go out to the families affected by these disasters. 

We have mourned the loss of several friends of the museum, including Bill Eckett and Jim Rogers, 
since the last newsletter. Our thoughts and prayers are with their families. 
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The roof project was finally completed, only for us to move on to yet another improvement project – 
the remodeling of the museum’s atrium. This extensive remodeling was also successfully completed 
in early February, just in time for the English Springer Spaniel Banquet on February 4 and the Hall 
of Fame Inductions on February 6. The atrium is now referred to as the barn. The indoor garden 
was removed and a concrete floor was laid by McCulley Concrete. The floor was then tiled by 
Ketchum Tile Company, following which the real remodeling began. Stephen Wilburn, Justin 
Wilburn, and Kevin Clements of Wilburn Construction did extensive wood work on the walls, built 
sliding barn-style doors to replace the glass doors, and built a stage area. The work was completed 
by Williams & Haynes Electric of Brownsville, Tennessee who did the wiring and electrical 
installations. We are very grateful to all involved in the success of this project, especially Stephen, 
Justin, and Kevin for doing an amazing job in a short time. The remodeled area was enjoyed by the 
museum’s guests during our many February events and many returning visitors expressed the 
opinion that the room is much more user-friendly now. 

LEFT—The Barn. The 

newly completed 

remodeled atrium. 

RIGHT—Executive Director 

Tonya with the construction 

crew. Left to right—Justin 

Wilburn, Tonya Brotherton, 

Kevin Clements, and Stephen 

Wilburn. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT 

                                                               

 

Spring has finally arrived in West Tennessee. The winter was a bit milder than usual in the area. We 

have updated the atrium area to a very pleasant and usable facility. The National Championship at 

the Ames Plantation was completed and the new champion was “Whipporwill Justified” owned by 

Ronnie Spears, handled by Larry Huffman, and scouted by Nick Thompson. Congratulations to all. 

The 2016 Hall of Fame induction ceremony was held at the National Bird Dog Museum and Hall of 

Fame on the first weekend of February. There were many deserving people and dogs that were 

inducted from the different breeds. Attendance at the event was high, even more so than last year. 

The staff and volunteers did an excellent job hosting the event and made everyone there feel very 

welcomed. 

We are having a different fundraiser this year to help to offset the cost of the new roof and the atrium 

renovations. This new fundraiser is called “Paving Memory Lane.” For $100 you can have a person 

or dog remembered for years to come. An engraved brick with their name on it will be placed on the 

walkway that runs from the museum’s parking lot to the entrance. I hope that many will support this 

project and I encourage you to do so. 

Finally, I would like to say thank you to all the staff, volunteers, sponsors, and supporters for their 

efforts and the donation of their time during the February events. 

I encourage anyone in the West Tennessee area to visit the National Bird Dog Museum and Hall of 

Fame, where our staff will ensure you have an enjoyable and memorable experience. I also urge 

any visitors to support our gift shop and make use of it as much as possible. Come see us. 

 

Don Driggers, President 
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THE PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL 
I would like to thank all of those who 
renewed their President’s Council 
membership this year as well as all of 
our new members. You are a very 
special group of people whose support 
we greatly appreciate. President’s 
Council members support the National 
Bird Dog Museum and Field Trial Hall of 
Fame with an annual gift of $1,000 or 
more. These funds are placed in a 
special account and are used at the 
discretion of the Board of Directors for 
projects supporting the Bird Dog 
Foundation. Thanks to the support of 
President’s Council members, the 
account now has a balance of over 
$42,000! In each newsletter, we cast the 
spotlight on a member of this prestigious 
group. 

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL SPOTLIGHT: 

For our Spring 2016 President’s Council Spotlight, we would like 
to recognize Gary and Sally Lockee. 

Gary Lockee spent his childhood in North Carolina before 
moving to South Carolina, where he attended the University of 
South Carolina. Gary received his B.S. degree in 1943 and later 
received an MBA from George Washington University. He spent 
thirty years serving our country in the United States Navy. He 
served during World War II, taking part in nine major campaigns 
in the Pacific. Eventually promoted to captain in 1963, he 
commanded three major warships, including a guided missile 
cruiser. Gary retired from the navy after two tours in Vietnam. He 
has been an avid bird hunting and field trial advocate since he 
was six years old. He was one of the principle founders of the 
National Bird Dog Museum and Field Trail Hall of Fame in Grand 
Junction, Tennessee. He was elected to the Field Trial Hall of 
Fame in 1995. 

Sally Lockee was born in New York City. She received her B.A. 
degree from the University of Pennsylvania. Sally moved to La 
Grange, Tennessee in 1991 to assist with the many chores of 
starting a museum. She and Gary met in the sporting dog world 
when she cared for the puppies of one of Gary’s dogs. Sally and 
Gary were married in 1992. Sally’s interests include family, 
museums, sporting dogs, and the La Grange area. 

4 



RECENT EVENTS 
ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL BANQUET 

To kick off the National Bird Dog Museum’s busiest month of the year, the English Springer 
Spaniel Banquet was held on February 4. The banquet was catered by Cindy Krag Catering & 
More of Rossville, Tennessee. There was a great turnout for the event. 
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2016 HALL OF FAME INDUCTIONS 

The 2016 Hall of Fame Inductions were held on February 6. 

The special guest speaker for the morning session was 

Tennessee state senator Delores Gresham. 

RIGHT—Morning guest speaker 

Tennessee state senator 

Delores Gresham. 

The following were inducted in the morning session: 

ENGLISH COCKER SPANIEL (Presided over by Dana Poray): 

Harold Bixby 

LEFT—Dana Poray 

accepting induction for Harold 

Bixby. 

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL (Presided over by Bev Matthews): 

Tom Meyer 

LEFT—Tom Meyer and 

his wife with his Hall of 

Fame picture and scroll. 

6 



Raintree’s Sassy Lady – Owned by Dean Reinke and Catherine Lewis 

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL (CONT.): 

LEFT—Dean Reinke 

and wife Catherine 

Lewis, the owners  of 

Raintree’s Sassy 

Lady. 

RETRIEVER (Presided over by Don Driggers): 

Ron Ainley 

LEFT—Ron Ainley 

and wife Jane with 

his Hall of Fame 

picture and scroll. 

John Parrott 

LEFT—John Parrott 

and wife Laura with 

his Hall of Fame 

scroll. 
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RETRIEVER (CONT.): 

Rebel Chief of Herber – Owned by Gus Rathert 

LEFT—Hall of Fame 

picture and scroll for 

Rebel Chief of Herber. 

Nick of Time Lone Ranger – Owned by Charles Hines III and Linda Lancaster 

LEFT—Charles Hines, owner 

of Nick of Time Lone Ranger, 

with the Hall of Fame scroll. 
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RIGHT—Purina was well 

represented at the Hall 

of Fame inductions. 

From right to left—Jerry 

Cacchio, Karl Gunzer, 

Dean Reinke, Greg Blair, 

Bob West, and Terry 

Trzcinski. 



With the conclusion of the morning session, the attendees 

broke for lunch. Lunch was sponsored by Purina, Ainley 

Kennels and Fabrication, and Garmin. The catering was 

provided by Me and My Tea Room of Dancyville, Tennessee. 

Following lunch, attendees reconvened for the afternoon 

session. The special guest speaker for the afternoon session 

was Tennessee state representative Jamie Jenkins.  

RIGHT—Afternoon guest speaker 

Tennessee state representative Jamie 

Jenkins. 

The following were inducted in the afternoon session: 

BRITTANY (Presided over by Rick Smith): 

Jim Leverich 

ABOVE—Jim Leverich giving his acceptance speech for his 

induction. Pictured right to left, Rick Smith, Jim Leverich, and 

Rick Leverich (Jim’s son). 
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BRITTANY (CONT.): 

Tom Milam 

LEFT—Tom Milam 

and his wife Brenda 

with his Hall of 

Fame picture and 

scroll. Pictured left 

to right  - Tom 

Milam, Darrell 

Smith, Brenda 

Milam, Shelley 

Smith, Margaret 

Horstmeyer, and Dr. 

Bob Rankin. 

Lane’s End Bowtie Annie – Owned by Tom and Judy Robin 

LEFT—Tom and Judy 

Robin, owners of 

Lane’s End Bowtie 

Annie, with the Hall of 

Fame picture and 

scroll. 

GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTER (Presided over by Peter Kainz): 
Don Miner 

Uodibar’s 

Koonas – 

Owned by Don 

Coller and John 

Rabidou 

Von Thalberg 
Fritz II – Owned 
by Don Miner 

ABOVE—The German Shorthaired Pointer inductees. The inductions were 

accepted by Keith Richardson, Bobbie Richardson, Lynn Merrell, and Don 

Kidd. Also pictured is Peter Kainz. 
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POINTER / SETTER (Presided over by Bernie Matthys): 

Dr. Ron Deal 

LEFT—Dr. Ron 

Deal with family and 

friends holding his 

Hall of Fame scroll. 

Dave Hughes 

LEFT—Bernie Matthys 

(right) having some fun 

with Hall of Fame 

inductee Dave Hughes 

(left). 

Collier Smith 

LEFT—Collier 

Smith with 

family and 

friends. His 

grandchildren 

are holding his 

Hall of Fame 

picture and 

scroll. 
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POINTER / SETTER (CONT.): 

Erin’s Bad River—Owned by Sean Derrig 

LEFT—Sean Derrig 

(far left) with family 

and friends following 

inductions pictured 

with Hall of Fame 

picture and scroll for 

Erin’s Bad River. 

Congratulations to all of the inductees. Following the conclusion of the afternoon presentations, 
there was a reception and dinner sponsored by American Field Publishing Company. The dinner 
was catered once again by Me and My Tea Room of Dancyville, Tennessee. There was a record 
turnout for the inductions this year. 

ABOVE—Guest author Tom Word with Marshall Lofton. 

ABOVE—The Smiths. From left to 

right—Collier Smith, Rod Smith, Delmar 

Smith, and Rick Smith. 

LEFT—Brittany breed friends and 

supporters with the Hall of Fame 

inductees. 

12 



2016 ANNUAL BOARD MEETING: 

On Sunday morning, February 7, the museum hosted our annual board meeting. During, the 
meeting two new members, Dean Reinke and Clinton “Bubba” Rasberry were welcomed onto the 
board. 

NATIONAL FIELD TRIALS KICK-OFF PARTY: 

The National Bird Dog Museum hosted the National Field Trials Kick-Off Party on the night of 
February 7. As all sports fans know, this was also the night of Super Bowl 50 between the Carolina 
Panthers and the Denver Broncos. So that the Kick-Off Party’s attendees wouldn’t have to miss the 
game, the museum also hosted a simultaneous Super Bowl party in the barn on the new big screen 
high definition TV installed in the room. The Kick-Off Party was sponsored by Purina, Ainley Kennels 
and Fabrication, Garmin, and Catherine Bowling Dean, owner of Me and My Tea Room. The event 
was catered by Me and My Tea Room of Dancyville, Tennessee. There was a good turnout, but 
attendance was clearly affected by the Super Bowl being on the same night. 
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ANNUAL FISH FRY: 

The museum’s annual fish fry was held on February 11. The fish fry was sponsored by Purina, Mid-
American Farm Credit, Harvester’s Land Company, Milton Smylie, Pyramid Vodka, and James & 
Lisa Campbell. Drinks were provided by Central Distributing of Jackson, Tennessee. The fish was 
cooked by Kenny Dickerson, county sheriff of Marshall County, Mississippi and without a doubt one 
of the best fish cooks in the area, and his crew. The food was incredible and around 250 people 
attended. 

AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB KICK-OFF BANQUET: 
To round off February’s events, the museum 
hosted the AKC Kick-Off Banquet on February 
28. The banquet was sponsored by the Bank of 
Fayette County and catered by Junction Inn. The 
banquet was attended by around 100 people. 
The museum has not hosted this event for 
several years and we were happy to once again 
play a part in this event and meet many new 
friends. We hope to continue to host AKC events 
in the future. 

AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB BARBEQUE: 
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The museum hosted a barbeque for the AKC on 
March 4. This event was sponsored by Purina 
and catered by Kenny Kountry Kitchens assisted 
by Preston Bryson. There were around 60 
people present. 



2016 ART AWARDS CEREMONY: 
The Bird Dog Museum held the 2016 Art Awards Ceremony on March 19. There was 85 people in 

attendance, including board member Dick Pulliam & his wife Carol, museum founder and past 

president Capt. Gary Lockee & his wife Sally, and Curtis Lane, mayor of Grand Junction. We have 

some very talented young artists in the area and the museum hopes to encourage them to pursue 

their talents. We received 275 entries this year, so there was a lot of competition. The art contest 

division winners were: 

DIVISION ONE: Ahava Tyler – Kindergarten – Rose Creek Art Academy – Selmer, TN 

DIVISION TWO: Faith Collins – 7th Grade – Rose Creek Art Academy – Selmer, TN 

DIVISION THREE: Courtney Tipton – 12th Grade – St. George’s Independent School – 
Germantown, TN 

JUDGE’S SPECIAL AWARD WINNER: Brody Herndon – 10th Grade – Rose Hill Middle School – 
Jackson, TN 

Brody Herndon won for the third time. All winners receive a cash prize, award ribbons, and gift 
packages. 

LEFT—Judge’s 

Special Award 

winner by three 

time winner Brody 

Herndon. 

RIGHT—Division 

Three winner by 

Courtney Tipton. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
2

ND 
ANNUAL CRAWFISH BOIL – APRIL 30 

The Bird Dog Museum’s second annual crawfish boil fundraiser will be held on April 30 at 5:00 p.m.  
Richard and Mary Todd of Berwick, Louisiana will be cooking the crawfish and jambalaya for us 
again this year. This event was a big hit last year and we hope for a larger crowd this year. 

REGION 6 MEETING AND LUNCHEON – MAY 21 

GRAND JUNCTION BLUE DEVILS CLASS REUNION – JUNE 4 

GERMAN SHORT-HAIR POINTER ANNUAL MEETING – JUNE 4 

WEIMARANER DEDICATION – JUNE 11 

2016 ESSAY CONTEST: 

The 2016 Essay Contest is currently in progress. The deadline for entries into the contest was 
April 15. The Essay Contest Winners Awards banquet date is to be announced. 15 



2015 PAWLIDAY 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISER 

PARTICIPANTS 

Owned by Gail Faw 

Hannity 

Boss—Gary & Donna Ellinger 

Chessie—Pete & Joan Blair 

Dame—Chris Rousseau 

Jake—Ryan Smith 

Patch—Chris Malcolm 

Rester’s Mutual Fun—Holly 

Rester 

Sambo—Rex & Tonya Brotherton 

Sirius Black—Marty Elliot 

Sugar—Randy & Jane Curtis 

Suzi—Chris Malcolm 

Tessa Rose—Marty Elliot 

Owned by Pam Wade 

Lucy 

Bailey 

Owned by 

Gary & Sally Lockee 

Cherokee Bee Bee 

Cherokee Dakota 

Cherokee Dan 

Cherokee Frederick 

Cherokee Gunfire 

Cherokee Jill 

Cherokee Jody 

Cherokee Lady 

Cherokee Laura 

Cherokee Megan 

Cherokee Molly 

Cherokee Patriot 

Cherokee Ruthie 

Cherokee Wendy 

Jerry Runaway Bandit 

Owned by Robin Barrows 

Molly 

Emma 

Owned by Dick & Carol Pulliam 

Grand Junction Buck 

Grand Junction Jake 

Wildwood Tennessee Chip 

Owned by Mike & Pam Henry 

Hank 

Lucy 

Rocky 

Owned by Patricia Belt 

Astro 

Izzy 

Lottie Dot 

Owned by Craig & Dolly Opel 

Northern Zephyr Smoke 

Owned by Linda Johnson 

Arrow’s Chukar Dog (Chuck) 

Arrow’s Jagged Edge (Jag) 

Arrow’s Smokin’ Leonidas (Leo) 

Flashy Southern Arrow 

Smokin’ Sadies Fire (Blaze) 

Talusland Blue Smoke (Smokey) 

Jazz Washtu 

Owned by Terry Lax 

        Digit                        Otis 

        Penny                     Pup 

        Rusty                      Silver 

                        Sissy 
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ROAD TO AMES: 

The Road to Ames contest concluded on February 7, with the drawing of the winners. The grand 
prize was the painting of Shadow Oak Bo by Bob Bertram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of Road to Ames Winners: 

 Grand Prize Winner of the Shadow Oak Bo Painting was Tom Jagielski 

 Winner of a Garmin Dog Collar NVBC was Bernie Crain 

 Winner of a $100 Gift Certificate from Gun Dog Supply was Brittany Field Trial Hall of Fame 

 Winner of a Delta Airline Ticket to Anywhere in the United States was Larry Ross 

 Winner of a $400 Scholarship to the Rick and Ronnie Smith Training Seminar was Thomas 
Amend 

 Winner of a 1/4 oz. Golden Eagle gold coin was Jacob Hales 

 Winner of a 1/4 oz. Golden Eagle gold coin was Peter Kainz 

 Winner of a $100 Gift Certificate to Dogs Unlimited was Londa Warren 

 Winner of a $100 Gift Certificate to Lion Country Supply was Thomas Johnson 

 Winner of a $100 Gift Certificate to Ugly Dog Hunting was Ernie Peters 

 Winner of a $250 Gift Card to Red Lobster was Warren Montgomery 

 Winner of a Shadow Oak Statue by Dennis Hidalgo was John Harmsen 

 Winner of a Saddle donated by Greg Poole in memory of Clyde Queen was Mark Medford 

 Winner of Pleasant Hill Championship 2013, 2014, & 2015 DVDs by Brad Harter was Thomas 
Maneely 

 Winner of a $500 Cash Prize was Stephen Wilburn 

 Winner of a $500 Cash Prize was Patti Allen Hunt 

 Winner of a U.S. Savings Bond was Mark Medford 

 Winner of 12 Bags of Purina Dog Food was Dale Grieb 

 Winner of a $150 Gift Certificate to Ray’s Tack Shop was Frank Pride 

 Winner of a U.S. Savings Bond was Peter Kainz 
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PAVING MEMORY LANE: 

Our newest fundraiser will be known as “Paving Memory Lane.” The museum will be offering 
engraved bricks on which you can immortalize your dog or a person that you feel should be honored 
or remembered. The bricks can have up to four lines of text with up to 15 characters per line. These 
bricks will be used to create a memorial walk from the museum’s parking lot to the front door. The 
cost is $100.00 per brick. The bricks can be ordered three different ways: 
 
BY MAIL: The following page is the order form for the bricks, which can be filled out and mailed to 
the museum with a check or money order to the following address: 

P.O. Box 774 
Grand Junction, TN 38039 

 
BY PHONE: To place a phone order, call the museum at (731)764-2058 and provide the necessary 
information and a credit card number. 
 
INTERNET VIA PAYPAL: Log onto the museum’s website at www.birddogfoundation.com and click 
on the Paving Memory Lane brick and enter the required information. 

NEW EXHIBITS: 

NEW TROPHY: 

We have acquired the Shawfield Glenfire Cup English Cocker Spaniel Clubs of America (ECSCA) 
Field Trial Trophy. 

NEW CABINET: 

A new cabinet built by Justin Wilburn has been placed in the Weimaraner breed section of the 
museum. The cabinet has been filled with Weimeraner exhibits, including a tribute to Roy Pelton, a 
former Bird Dog Museum board member who passed away last year. 

NEW PHOTOGRAPH: 

A vintage photograph of National Champion Mary Montrose was recently donated to the Bird Dog 
Museum by Karen Unsworth. We are proud to add this to our collection. 

NEW HUNTING FIREARMS AND ARTWORK: 

Our most recent new addition to the museum was a bittersweet donation from the estate of Jim 
Rogers of Loveland, Ohio. Jim Rogers was the owner of two time champion Skyline Patty. Mr. 
Rogers passed away on March 1, 2016 and left the museum some of his prized customized hunting 
shotguns, including a Parker Brothers, and some antique photographs and paintings. Although the 
museum was happy to receive this donation, we were saddened to learn of Mr. Rogers’ death. 
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PAVING MEMORY LANE 
ORDER FORM 

National Bird Dog Museum 
This is the only order form approved to order  

Engraved Bricks. 
731-764-2058 

Laser Engraved Brick Order Form 
Customer Information 

 
Customer Name: ____________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _____________________________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Zip: _______________ email __________________________________ 
 

The cost of the bricks will be $100.00 each. 
You are allowed 4 rows of 15 characters in lower case or 14 characters in upper 
case. 
 

 

Line 
1 

                            

Line 
2 

                            

Line 
3 

                            

Line 
4 
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MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 

The Bird Dog Foundation has received memorials for the following supporters and friends: 

A Dog Memorial has been given for Joker’s Jackpot by Karen Listgarten. 

A Walk of Champions Memorial was given for Windriver’s Most Wanted “Felon” by Don Driggers. 

Life Patron Memberships have been awarded to Gerry MacKenzie, Mary Kemper, Bob Burchette, 

Lucille Sawicki, David & Marilyn Taylor, and Tom Smith. 

Patron Memorial Plaques for Mary Louise Bath, Dwight Pete Jordan, Ruth McGee, Fay Walker, 

Eddie Gibbs, Tom Hance, Milton Burris, James Page, James Metcalf, and Roy Pelton are now 

displayed at the Bird Dog Museum. 

For more information on the Life Patron or Patron Memorial plaque programs, contact Tonya 

Brotherton at 731-764-2058 or sportdog@bellsouth.net 

If you wish to send a simple gift in honor or in memory of a special person or dog, please complete 

the following form and return to the following address: 

National Bird Dog Foundation 

P.O. Box 774 

Grand Junction, TN 38039 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

In Honor / In Memory (Circle One) 

Name___________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional Information______________________________________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed_________________________________________________________________ 

Donor’s Name____________________________________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone__________________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail__________________________________________________________________________ 

 Dr. John Morgan 

 Robert Abbott 

 Virginia Barry 

 Howard Kirk 

 Sonny Kirk 

 Lanse Brown 

 Phyllis Olive 

 Richard Leatherman 

 Bill Eckett 

 Bill Weingart 

 Lee Broussard 

 Margie Broussard 



SOME OF OUR VISITORS 

ABOVE—Tom Webb and Oz from 

Michigan 

ABOVE—Scott, Will, and Susan Griffin 

with Randy Anderson 

ABOVE—Jimmy Johnson and friends. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (731)764-2058 
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FINAL THOUGHTS 

This is what its all about. Tom Meyer and his son, John, hugging during 

Tom’s Hall of Fame induction on February 6, 2016. 

THE HAPPY DANCE. Exactly what the museum’s staff is 

doing now that their big projects—the roof and the 

atrium—are completed. 22 


