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BDF Executive Director Announces Retirement 
 
David Smith, current Executive Director at the Bird Dog Foundation in Grand 
Junction, TN, has announced his pending retirement.  He came to the BDF in 
May of 2002, assuming duty as Director of Development.  After six months, he 
was appointed Executive Director.  He is stepping down at age 63 in March 
2014.  Hoping to pursue some life goals in retirement, he’d like more time            
to spend with his three grand-children, plus working the family farm, traveling, 
writing, hunting, and fishing. 
 
Born at a small clinic in Grand Junction in 1951, Smith grew up at nearby Moscow, TN.  There he  
developed an affinity for tramping the woods and fields and pursuing the plentiful bobwhite quail.  
My brother-in-law kept pointers and setters,” said Smith.  “Pretty good hunting dogs actually; he even 
had an Irish Setter at one time.  That was in the late 50s through the 60s.  About every 5th household in 
our little town had a bird dog in the backyard in those days.  Quail were that abundant.” 
 
Smith graduated high school, attended the University of Memphis (then called Memphis State Univ.), 
there got a degree in accounting, and went into the business world.  He later worked in banking and 
newspaper business.  In 1978, he ran for elective office, winning the seat as County Mayor of Fayette 
County, Tenn., a position he kept for 16 years. 
 
Speaking of his years managing a myriad of functions at the BDF, Smith stated, “This has been a  
challenging and enjoyable place to work.   We have grown dramatically and are now more diversified 
than ever.  The BDF has more affiliated breed groups, field trial organizations, more patrons, and more 
visitors than ever before.” 
 
The growth and diversity, according to Smith, will be growing challenges for his successor.   
Reminiscing a bit, he recalled, “When I came onboard here, I didn’t even have a computer, no email, 
and there was no website.  We operated 40% less building and equipment than today.  People may not 
realize that we have 5.2 acres of grounds, 30,000 sq. ft. of building, and more bells and whistles to 
monitor than ever.  Plus, we’re open six days per week, which often morphs into seven days.” 
 
As one might expect, Smith has over the years met a multitude of sporting dog folks from around the 
country, and even abroad.  Speaking about the BDF leadership through the years, Smith recalled,  
“Our Board of Directors have all been generous and wonderful to work with.  Sadly, I have witnessed 
the passing of some delightful people from that group.  
  
I have also been privileged to meet so many interesting folks from across the country.  The true dog 
people that have come through here have always had some of the most intriguing stories to tell. I am 
richer for having met them all.  And I will never forget some of the most moving acceptance speeches 
from 12 years of the Field Trial Hall of Fame.   We’ve laughed and we’ve cried.” 
 
In conclusion, Smith offered, “I must also say ‘Thanks’ to a supportive and productive staff; we’ve 
crossed a lot bridges together.  I will not be far away.  I want to remain as needed to insure a smooth, 
business-like transition.  I owe it to the board and BDF; this place has been good to me.  Now it’s time 
to take it to the next level, and I believe our board is poised to go there.” 
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From the Desk of the President 
 
As this newsletter makes its way over the internet, I am returning to New               
Jersey from a very cold deer hunting trip to Iowa!   Sub-zero temps and deep 
snow!  Wish I could report real success; it evaded me.  At any rate, fall has 
been eclipsed by winter and that means field trial season for most of us. 
 
A year has nearly gone by since we last set things in motion for our festive  
Field Trial Hall of Fame inductions.  Here it is planning time once again.   
Please see the proposed schedule on opposite page.  We have a great event planned, and once again  
we wish to thank Purina, The American Field, and other co-sponsors for hosting the day’s festivities.   
As in years past, the 2014 inductions will coincide with the kick-off of the National Field Trial  
Championship for pointers and setters at nearby Ames Plantation.  Come and join us Feb. 8-9, 2014. 
 
I tip my hat to two fine gentlemen, members of our Board of Directors, who are leaving us.   Dale Bush 
has been on the BDF board since 2003.  He was always a stalwart leader and we have him to thank for 
several amenities now at the BDF.   Mike Aldrich, a German Shorthair fan from New Mexico, is also 
stepping down.   He has done an admirable job in every capacity in which he has been asked to serve 
since 2009.   Our Executive Director, Dave Smith, is leaving the BDF in March after 12 years service.   
We wish him well in his retirement.  Dave assures me that he won’t be running away; just in case we 
need a good volunteer. 
 
The BDF remains financially sound, thanks to support from our sporting dog patrons across the              
country.  We are continuing to build the new Sporting Dog Endowment Fund, and your contribution to 
aid that effort would be tremendously appreciated.  My congratulations to all the various Field Trial 
Hall of Fame inductees!   I hope to meet each in Feb. 2014 – come join us. 
 
***********************************************************************************

Don Driggers 

 
New Cell Phone App for Guided Tours 

 
Coming soon to the BDF will be a new cell telephone application which will enhance visitors’               
experiences as they tour the various museum venues.   Technology by OnCell will allow guests to dial 
a number and hear recorded messages keyed to various stops and exhibits within the facility.  It is                 
anticipated that the new amenity will be in effect by Feb. 1st, 2014.  “This is a nifty program,” said                   
Executive Director, David Smith, “and 99% of our guests carry cell phones.  This will give each the                   

flexibility to simply use their own phones while they listen and 
learn about the great dogs, persons, art, and other exhibits here.” 
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Field Trial Hall of Fame Inductions set for Sat. Feb. 8, 2014 
Each year, as the holidays roll around, excitement fills the air as plans are laid for the highlight of the field trial world.  The Field Trial 
Hall of Fame induction ceremonies will soon take place again.  Facilities of the Bird Dog Foundation, Grand Junction, TN, will be the host 
site.  The upcoming events will cover a full day of activities commencing at 9:00 a.m. (central) on Saturday, February 8, 2014.  Lunch will 
be provided courtesy of Purina, and an afternoon reception will follow thanks to The American Field.  According to the wishes of the BDF 
Board, the events will again coincide with the kick-off weekend of the National Field Trial Championship for pointing dogs at the nearby 
Ames Plantation.  (* Tentative arrangements below) 
 
Saturday, February 8, 2014 
9:00 am  Convene for morning program - 

Welcome & Introductions – Don Driggers, BDF President 
   Life Patron & Patron Memorial Honorees recognized – David Fletcher, BDF Vice-Pres. 
   Recognition of living FTHF honorees in the audience – David Smith, Ex. Director 
 
9:30 am  Commence with English Cocker Spaniel inductions – Moderator (to be announced) 
 
10:00 am Commence with English Springer Spaniel inductions – Bev Matthews, Moderator 
 
10:20 am Commence with Retriever inductions   -   Charlie Hays, Moderator 
 
11:00 am Conclusion of morning session 
 
11:00 -11:30 am  BREAK 
 
11:30 am – 1:30 pm Luncheon hosted by PURINA 
   (morning & afternoon honorees & visitors invited – menu to be announced) 
 
1:30 pm   Convene for afternoon session (Brittanys, German Shorthairs, Pointers/Setters, & Red Setters) 

Welcome & Introductions – Don Driggers, BDF President 
   Life Patron & Patron Memorial, & Founders Honorees recognized – David Fletcher, BDF Vice-Pres. 
   Recognition of living FTHF honorees in audience – David Smith, Ex. Director 
 
2:00 pm  Commence with Brittany inductions   -  Rick Smith, Moderator 
 
2:20 pm  Commence with German Shorthaired Pointers inductions –  Pete Kainz, Moderator 
 
3:00 pm  Commence with Pointer/Setter inductions  -  Bernie Matthys, Moderator 
 
3:30 pm  Conclusion of afternoon session -   
3:30 - 4:00 pm Break 
 
4:00 pm  Reception provided by THE AMERICAN FIELD 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Sunday, February 9, 2014 
8:00 am  BDF Board of Directors meeting 
 
6:00 pm  National Field Trial Championship dinner & kick-off party hosted by EUKANUBA & NFTCA 
  (RSVP – menu to be announced) 
 
OTHER RELATED EVENTS SCHEDULED – 
 
Thursday, February 13, 2014 
5:30 p.m. Annual Luke Meatte Memorial Fish Fry    (Anheuser-Busch ~ Purina & other co-sponsors)  
 
Wed-Sun., February 5 – 9, 2014  9th Annual Hall of Fame Classic - Springer Field Trial    LaGrange, TN  
 

 
www.birddogfoundation.com 
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Arriving by chartered bus from Memphis, this large group representing the annual summer 
meeting of the National Bird Hunters Association (NBHA) visited the BDF in July.   Many were 

first-time guests.  The group toured the venues, presented awards, and conducted a business 
meeting.   

****************************************************************************************************************************                    
               Quail/Pheasants Forever  Staff Visit BDF 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This group from Quail Forever recently visited the BDF.  They received a guided tour and 
learned more about the mission and diversity of the museum venues.  Shown are (l-r):                   
Todd  Sauers, photographer; Mark Herwig, magazine editor, Pheasants/Quail Forever Journal; 
BDF Director, David Smith; Andy Edwards, QF Tenn. Representative; and Walker Morris,             
QF   member, Memphis, TN. 

www.birddogfoundation.com 

 National Bird Hunters Association Banquet 
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REMINDER: 
The deadline for essay  submissions                  
for The Bird Dog Foundation’s  
annual College Scholarship Essay  
Contest for college bound  high school  
seniors who reside in MS, AR or TN  
is approaching. This season’s essays 
must be received by  

April 15th, 2014. 
See the complete rules for entries  
on our website under the                        
Art & Essay Contest tab. 
These college scholarship  
opportunities were funded more              
than a decade ago with a generous        
donation by a former BDF Board 
member. The scholarships are named 
the Michael R. Tuxon Scholarship 
Award in honor of one of the deceased 
charter members of the Bird Dog 
Foundation.. The scholarship award 
amount has grown over the years and 
the scope of eligibility has been in-
creased to include students from three 
states.       ~ 
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Focus on Education 
The 2013 Summer Reading Program’s general theme was  
Nature. How is it important to us? Children and their Guest  
Readers learned about insects, bees, frogs, sunflowers & 
more. Photos here help tell the story:  

Guest Reader on June 19; Bettie  
Northcross, retired Montessori school 

teacher. 

Patricia Belt and her registered and                
certified therapy dog, Lottie Dot, seen 

here  on June 26. 

Local Beekeeper, Billy Joe Adair, explains  
bees & honey and even brings samples. 

Guest Readers, Gary & Sally Lockee, teamed 
up on July 10th and did a terrific job making 

the material come alive for the children. 



 

Artist, Bob Bertram, to be Featured at BDF Feb. Gala 
 

Missouri artist, Bob Bertram, will make 
his inaugural appearance at the National 
Bird Dog Museum when festivities kickoff 
for the Feb. 8th, 2014 Field Trial Hall of 
Fame.  A small exhibition of his works will 
be on site and he will be discussing his 
sporting dog art with attendees.  Bertram’s 
work has received acclaim and is              
included in some of finest collections in the 
U.S. and abroad.  His style has been                
influenced by his mentor, Robert K. Abbett 
whose work is featured at the National Bird 
Dog Museum and Field Trial Hall of Fame.  
Doors open 8:30 am on Sat. Feb. 8th and 
sporting dog fans are invited. 

 
 

                         
“Walk of Champions” Continues to Grow”  
 
Begun in 2009, the Walk of Champions is a dignified way for sporting dog owners to 
memorialize favorite dogs.   The granite memorial markers allow approximately five lines  
of relevant information or highlights.    
 
Stones are 20 inches by 10 inches, and while no dogs are interred on the BDF grounds,  
a special ceremony is allowed, if  requested, once the stone is set.   
David Smith, Executive Director, said,  
“More and more owners are taking  
advantage of this program.  
We have retrievers, spaniels, and pointers  
now represented. Visitors quickly notice  
‘the walk’ since it originates at the BDF  
main  entrance. Your dog is your champion,  
whether it ever achieved a placement or not.”   
A stone costs $1,400 and takes only about  
two weeks for  delivery.   
To inquire, call 731-764-2058. 
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