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National Bird Dog  

Museum  

2019  

Fall   

Newsletter  

 

Hello everyone and happy fall! The Field Trial season is fast approaching and 

will soon be upon us. The extremely hot and humid weather we have had 

lately will soon pass into cool crisp evenings and pleasant days. Fall is a time 

to enjoy the outdoors. I have heard it said that winter is an etching, spring is 

a watercolor, summer is an oil painting, and autumn is a mosaic of them all. 

So get outside, destress, and enjoy the pleasures of the fall. 

As always, I encourage everyone receiving this newsletter to visit the 

National Bird Dog Museum whenever you can. The museum has many stories 

to tell of the people and dogs that have influenced the history of the field 

trial sport. There is much here to enjoy for anyone who has an interest in 

field trials, sporting dogs, or bird hunting. 

I hope that you will enjoy this newsletter, as we catch up on the recent 

occurrences here at the museum and inform you of the good things coming 

up in the future that you may want to be a part of. 

 

Tonya Brotherton 

Executive Director 

National Bird Dog 

Museum &  

Field Trial Hall of 

Fame  
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From the  

Desk of 

the  

President  

Bird Dog  

Foundation  

And  

Field Trial  

Hall of Fame 

Fall has finally arrived. It is a great season to be outdoors, enjoying scenic 

drives, high school and college football games, and the seasonal hunting of 

waterfowl, deer, or upland birds. If you are one of the many people who 

enjoy those scenic fall drives, I encourage you to visit the National Bird Dog 

Museum and Field Trial Hall of Fame located in Grand Junction, Tennessee. 

The museum is a 30,000 sq. ft. facility, so there is plenty to see for the 

sporting dog enthusiast. 

I am saddened to announce the death of a great supporter and friend of the 

National Bird Dog Museum, Dave Hopkins. Dave has helped the museum in 

the past with legal matters, being an attorney  with a prestigious Chicago 

law firm. Dave will be missed by the museum family. 

I would also like to remind you that if you are looking for the perfect gift to 

give during the upcoming holidays, we are still offering the engraved bricks 

in our Paving Memory Lane fundraiser. These bricks will be placed in a 

memorial walk at the entry of the museum. A donation in someone’s 

memory or honor is always welcome. Visit the website—

www.birddogfoundation.com— for more information. 

Our Hall of Fame induction activities will soon be in full progress and you 

are all invited to attend these special ceremonies. You will enjoy the 

experience. Happy Fall! 

 

 

Mark Medford 

President   
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President’s 

Council list  

2019 Members as of  

September  

Mark Medford 

Rick Smith 

Delmar Smith 

Fred  Kampo 

Patte Titus 

Thomas & Iris Vail  

Capt. Garette Lockee 

Sally Lockee 

Winthrop Ingersoll 

Pat McKnight 

Joe Hughes  

The President’s Council includes 

some of the National Bird Dog 

Museum and Field Trial Hall of 

Fame’s most generous supporters. 

Members make an annual donation 

of $1000.00 or more. These funds 

are placed in a special account and 

are used at the discretion of the 

Board of Directors for various 

projects supporting the Bird Dog 

Foundation. In each newsletter, we 

cast the spotlight on a member of 

this prestigious group. I would like 

to say thank you from the Board of 

Directors and staff to all of those 

who renewed their President’s 

Council membership this year, as 

well as any new members. I invite 

anyone interested to please join. 

You may contact me by e-mail at 

cottonquaildog@att.net for more 

information about becoming a 

member. 
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President’s Council  

Spotlight  

Rick Smith  

Rick Smith was born in Vinita, Oklahoma, on June 20, 1947, the son of 

legendary trainer Delmar Smith. Rick is a third-generation dog trainer and 

has been involved in dog training and field trials his entire life. Rick started 

professional training and field trialing in the fall of 1969. He has been deeply 

involved in Brittany field trials ever since, as both a competitor and judge. 

Rick also raises and sells Brittanys to the public, the most notable dog he 

whelped being National Champion Hi-Proof Rum Runner. He has written 

articles about bird dog training for the Pointing Dog Journal since 2001, has 

been on the Purina Pro Staff team since 1997, and has worked  on the 

development of electric dog training collars with three different companies. 

In addition, he and his father have been conducting the Smith Bird Dog 

Training Seminar since 1970 and have held seminars all over the United 

States, as well as in Canada, New Zealand, and Australia. Rick is a Life Patron 

of the Bird Dog Foundation and was elected to the Brittany Hall of Fame in 

2013. He has generously donated his time conducting training seminars for 

the benefit of the Bird Dog Foundation Endowment Fund since 1996 and has 

generated over $48,000.00. 
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 Pictured at this table—

Joe Hughes, Greg Bain 

and Brad Kennedy  

Region 6 & Mid-South 

Association Meeting & 

Awards May 18, 2019 

Group shot of Region 6 & 

Mid-South Association 

Meeting & Awards  

May 18, 2019  

Tennessee 

Commissioner of 

Agriculture Charlie 

Hatcher with Gary 

Lockee at the 

reception following 

Grand Opening of City 

of Grand Junction 

Farmers Market 

May 31, 2019 

We had the pleasure of hosting a reception sponsored by Joe 

and Colleen Coury on May 31, 2019 following the Grand Opening 

of the new Farmer’s Market in Grand Junction, Tennessee 

Present were the Tennessee Commissioner of Agriculture 

Charlie Hatcher and his wife Sharon, TN Senator Dolores 

Gresham, U.S. Representative Mark Green, Hardeman County 

Mayor Jimmy Sain, Bolivar Mayor Julian McTizic, Grand 

Junction Mayor Curtis Lane, and representative from the Bank 

of Fayette County Rex Brotherton. 

Mark Green with Gary Lockee 

Recent  

Events 



 6 

More  

Recent Events 

These are pictures of the German Shorthair Pointer group meeting held at 

the museum on June 1, 2019. Following the meeting, they had a great 

luncheon. 

The National Bird Dog Museum 2019 Gun Giveaway fundraiser is underway. The gun this 

year is a Beretta 690 Field III Over-Under 12 Gauge with 28” barrels and beautiful engraving 

with a quail on one side and a pheasant on the other. We will be giving this gun away at 

our Annual Sponsor & Volunteer Appreciation Supper in November.  If you would like to      

participate please give us a call at 731-764-2058 or email me at cottonquaildog@att.net. 

The donation for a ticket is $25.00  for one or 5 for $100.00. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO BE  

PRESENT TO WIN! We will also have several other prizes. 

Gun Giveaway  

In Progress  
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Events 

National Bird Dog Museum Annual 

Volunteer Dinner—November 2 

National Bird Dog Museum Gift Shop 

Christmas Open House—November 7 

AFTCA DINNER 

December 9  
February 5—8: Springer Spaniel Field Trials 

and Banquet 

February 8: Bird Dog Foundation Hall of 

Fame Inductions 

February 9: National Bird Dog Museum 

Field Trial Kick-Off Party 

February 10: National Field Trial 

Championship begins at the Ames 

Plantation 

February 13: Bird Dog Foundation Fish Fry  

2020 
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National Bird Dog Museum  

Paving Memory Lane 

The “Paving Memory Lane” fundraiser is still ongoing. The Bird Dog Museum 

is offering engraved bricks on which you can immortalize your dog or a per-

son that you feel should be honored or remembered. The bricks can have up 

to three lines of text with up to fifteen characters per line. These bricks will 

be used to create a memorial walk at the front door of the museum, as you 

see in the picture above. The cost is $100.00 per brick. Please join Collier 

Smith, Jack Huffman, Brad Harter, Delmar Smith, Nitro, Rebel Pride,        

Quinebaug Kennels, and many others by putting your brick down and helping 

us fill the entrance walk. The bricks can be ordered three different ways: 

BY MAIL: The following page is the order form for the bricks, which can be 

filled out and mailed to the museum with a check or money order (make 

checks or money orders payable to the Bird Dog Foundation) to the following 

address: The Bird Dog Foundation, P.O. Box 774, Grand Junction, TN, 38039 

BY PHONE:  To place a phone order, call the museum at 731-764-2058 and 

provide the necessary information and a credit card number.  

INTERNET VIA PAYPAL: Log onto the museum’s website at 

www.birddogfoundation.com  and click the paving Memory Lane brick and 

the enter  the required information.  
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2019 Scholarship Essay  

Contest Winners 

1st place winner 

Sam Thornton 

Fayette Academy  

Somerville, TN  

2nd place winner  

Rylee Horne 

Nolensville High 

School 

Nolensville, TN  

3rd place winner 

Grant Patterson 

Harding Academy 

Searcy, AR  



 11 

More Education  

News  

(Above) Willie Berry reading 

to his grandson, Malachi, 

during the summer reading 

program. Both visit the 

museum regularly. 

(Left) Malachi enjoying a 

book on our children’s 

reading bull. 

(Above) Youth group from local 

Grand Junction church—New 

Abundant Faith Ministries—visiting 

the museum. 

(Above) Another little 

fellow visiting the 

museum. He was proud 

of those shoes! 

(Right) One of 

our past art 

contest 

winners—Brody 

Herndon’s Duck 

Stamp winner 
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In  

Memory  

The Bird Dog Foundation has        

received Memorials for the            

following supporters & friends: 

William D. Connor   Alton Vaughn                      Charles Bland 

Jim Leverich    Bill Eckett                           Peg Fornear 

Lester Sheppard   Joe Kormuth                       Sherry Shumpert 

Mr. Koch      Keith Hass                   Jerry Taylor                 

Jack Hires     Cal Cadmus                         Dave Hopkins 

F.A. Dean Sr.     Don Driggers                       Michael Edwards 

Randy Allen    Charlie Hays                       Elmore Chick  

Julian Fleming    Horace Dayton James        Buddy Taylor 

Ben Adams     Jere Fred Culp                    John Schlicht  

Thomas Carroll    Joe Milligan 

Honorariums have been received for: Barnes Hanes, Steve Hurdle,  

Sen. Dolores & Will Gresham, Mr. & Mrs. W.O. Fitch, Capt. Gary            

Lockee, Nils & Beverly Rueckert 

A Deserving Dog Memorial has been received for: Pacesetter’s 

Equinox  

For more information on the Life Patron or Patron Memorial plaque programs, please        

Contact Tonya Brotherton 731-764-2058  
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Our visitors  

(Right) Ian 

Magee 

from       

Canada 

and         

Paul Noyce 

from New 

York           

Feb. 5, 

2019  

(Above) Had this group of 

gentlemen to visit us on Feb. 

18, 2019—they were a fun crew.  

(Above) This 

handsome setter      

dropped by for a visit 

on Feb. 23, 2019 from 

Michigan  

(Above) These were some great 

surprise visitors—Collier Smith, 

Cathy and Garland Priddy dropped 

in.  

(Above) Justin Crook, 

John Gaines and Bill 

Osborn stopped by 

on March 6, 2019  

Tracy Barrett and 

his dad from 

Memphis—Feb. 2019  

Tracy was such a 

delightful person.     

 Lawrence Rosem 

June 2019  
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More of our  

Visitors  

 (Above) Gary Lockee with 

U.S. Navy buddies          

Ken and Ed  

Leanne Braddock made the 

quilt for him for his service 

during World War II  

March 2019  

(Above) A group from the 

University of Tennessee in 

July 2019  

 

(Above) Cassie came from 

Nevada on July 24, 2019  

She was a very well behaved 

young lady 

Crockett, Ed Taylor and      

Bob Cassidy from Paris, TN     

Aug. 27, 2019             

Mr. Ed was a mess.  

Mr. Jones came to      

visit from Louisiana     

June 2019  

Gary Lockee with Bob Farris 

and George DeCosta from Idaho 

Sept. 18, 2019  

Bob helped us get the grouse 

pictured here 
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As you travel down the road of life, I hope you will find a way to leave a good 

lasting impression on someone’s memory, that you will make many friends, and 

discover some happiness for yourself along the way. Through the journey of life we 

all are given many gifts and although some come with colorful wrapping paper, 

most are just a few special words or a smile that may just brighten someone’s day 

or even make a larger difference in their life. Live a life filled with a generous spirit 

and kindness. I hope that this newsletter has made you smile, brought back some 

fond memories, or inspired you to get out and make some new memories, take 

adventures, and embrace the season. 

Think big thoughts but relish small pleasures. 

Smile! 

Final Thoughts  


